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NuN-KuN, I953· The Nun, 23,4Io ft. in height, culminating over 
the Nun-Kun massif about 6o miles as the crow flies east of Srinagar, 
was first scaled on August 28, I953. The expedition v1as led by Bernard 
Pierre, who was accompanied by three compatriots : Mrs. Claude Kogan, 
Mr. Michel Desorbay and Dr. Jean Guillemin; by Mr. Pierre Vittoz, 
a Swiss missionary residing in I..,eh Ladakh; and by two Indian moun
taineers, Air Lieutenant Nadali Jayal, who had taken part before in the 
Indian Expeditions to Trisul (I95I) and Kamet (I952), and Captain 
K. C. Jolwey, of the Bengali Sappers (Kamet I952) . 

The expedition left New Delhi on July II and reached Doda on 
July I 3. From Doda, located south of the massif, they started on a 
hundred and fifty mile approach, with their hundred or so porters, by 
Kisht\var and Yurod. They were at the foot of the mountain on 
July 30. Base camp was set up on the south side at an altitude of 
I6,ooo ft. 

Two previous attempts had been made by British expeditions ( I934 
and I 946) over the East ridge ; the western ridge was now chosen. 
Wailer, in I937, and Vittoz, in I952, had reconnoitred the latter approach 
and had both concluded that it afforded greater chances of success. 

Camp I \vas established at I8,ooo ft. on August I by Nadali J ayal, 
Pierre Vittoz and Bernard Pierre. But bad weather set in and forced 
everyone back to Base Camp. It was not until August 8 that action 
could be resumed, when Claude I_{ogan and Pierre Vittoz, carried out 
a reconnaissance and discovered a means of access to the West ridge 
defended by a huge to\ver of rock and snow. Thus, on August Io, 
Camp II could be set up at I9,200 ft. by Michel Desorbay,Jean Guillemin, 
Bernard Pierre and Ang Tarkey, sirdar of the six Sherpas. On 
August rr, Michel Desorbay, Ang Tarkey, the Sherpa Pemba Norbu 
and Bernard Pierre were stopped by fog and snow and forced to halt at 
an altitude of 20,500 ft., where they set up a provisional carnp. 

The weather got so much worse that, the following day, the whole 
party had to withdraw to Base Camp, where they were doomed to in
action for a week. On the evening of August 2I Claude l{ogan, Pierre 
Vittoz, Jean Guillemin, Michel Desorbay, Ang Tarkey and Bernard 
Pierre were again up at Camp II which had been carried further up, to 
2I,ooo ft. But once more bad weather intervened and on the morning 
of August 2 3 a second retreat was necessary. In the course of the 
descent in thick fog the six climbers, on two ropes, were caught in an 
avalanche. Claude Kogan, Pierre Vittoz and Jean Guillemin were able 
to stop their fall after some fifty yards. But the other rope, Ang Tarkey, 
Michel Desorbay and Bernard Pierre, was carried do'Yn some thousand 
feet. . The three men were fortunate enough to undergo only severe 
concussion and bruises ; but further action was out of the question for 
them. However, they managed to be all back at the Base Camp on 
August 24. 
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The weather becoming more favourable, they determined to launch 
immediately a final assault as time was running out (the coolies were 
expected at the Base Camp on August 28). The rope Kogan Vittoz, 
spared by the avalanche, was the only one in a condition to undertake 
the attempt. Bernard Pierre, however, went up to Camp Ill; while 
Dr. Guillemin and Michel Desorbay accompanied the climbers as far as 
Camp I, and the Sherpas as far as Camp II, as supporting parties. The 
two Indian officers were unable to take part in this final attempt as their 
leave was at an end. 

When Claude Kogan, Pierre Vittoz, Bernard Pierre and Pemba Norbu, 
who had joined them, reached the place where Camp Ill once was, they 
found that it had been wiped out by a tremendous avalanche. Fortu
nately they had with them a little tent for two and a few provisions for 
the way ; but they had no stove of any kind and practically nothing to 
drink. Nevertheless, they spent the night there in order to try for the 
summit on the next day. 

The night was very cold and, on the 28th, the weather was excep
tionally good. Two ropes : Claude Kogan Pierre Vittoz and Pemba 
Norby Bernard Pierre left the little tent ( 19,200 ft.) at 7.30 in the 
morning. At 21 ,6oo ft. Bernard Pierre, who had not yet recovered 
from the accident could no longer continue. 

The last 5 50 yards of climbing consist of an immense face liable to 
avalanche. The two climbers traversed it on the diagonal and, at 
12 o'clock, they reached the final ridge and at last, at 2.50 P.M., the sum
mit was reached by Pierre Vittoz and Claude Kogan, who thus becatne 
the first woman to reach a summit of this height in the Himalayas. 

August 29 and 30 were devoted to breaking up the altitude camps. 
On August 3 I, Base Camp was removed as well. The party reached 
Srinagar on September 9· 

BERNARD PIERRE. 

AIGUILLE VERTE by the Arete Sans Nom. T. W. Patey and J. M. 
Taylor, July 25, 1953. 

The arete carried somewhat more than its usual quota of snow but this 
served to add to rather than detract from the enjoytnent of the climb, as 
the snow was in excellent condition. The party strayed inadvertently 
on to the lesser known South face route up the Aiguille Sans Nom. 
Under the existing conditions, however, this was perhaps fortunate as 
there followed some fip.e snow and ice work in keeping with the general 
nature of the route. (The usual route ascends the \tVest face of the 
Aiguille above the Breche Sans Nom.) After gaining the top of the 
Aiguille Sans Nom at the late hour of 12 noon, the final arete occupied 
a further three hours. The Whymper couloir vvas chosen for descent 
as no ascent of the Moine Ridge had been reported so far in the season. 

From the Charpoua Hut the ascent occupied 13 hours and the descent 
to the Couvercle 5 hours . 
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